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better content myself with saying that its plan is marvellous, the
execution wonderful, and the situation perfect. The whole
construction bears the unmistakeable stamp of genius. Richard I
must have been a far greater man than we usually consider him:
he must have been a great strategist and a great engineer, as well
as a great man-at-arms. I hope Mr. Jane1 will emphasise this in
his book. It is time Richard had justice done to his talents. From
Pt. Andelys we came on here, where there is a fair cathedral, with
the most exquisite stained glass, all old, and of a glorious scheme
of gold and red. The effect is magnificent, and makes a poor
building look splendid. Our further movements are doubtful.
[30 lines omitted']

8  :   TO HIS MOTHER
26 August 1907                                                                  Mont St. Michel
Dear Mother, Here I am at last about to spend a night at the
Mont. The dream of years is fulfilled. It is a perfect evening; the
tide is high and comes some 20 feet up the street. In addition
the stars are out most beautifully, and the moon is, they say, just
about to rise. The phosphorescence in the water interests me
specially: I have only seen it once or twice before, and never so
well as tonight. The whole sea, when oars are dipped into it,
seems to blaze, for several feet around. I rode here from Dinan
getting Frank's p.p.c. in St. Malo on my way . . . With Dinan
and the Ranee I am entirely in love. The Rue de Jersual from
the old bridge to the 'place' is perfect: the river is most lovely.
Above the town it becomes very quiet and peaceful like the
Thames: lined with aspens and Lombardy poplars. When you
add water-lillies, willows, and an occasional high bank, crowned
with a quaint farmhouse or chateau, you have a fair idea of the
characteristics of the stream. . . .
Since I left Father I have had a very wonderful time. It began
at Foug&res, which I saw by moonlight and a more exquisite
1 Lawrence coached with L. C. Jane in his last year at the City of Oxford School
and as an undergraduate. Mr. Jane has given a short account of Lawrence in Robert
Graves's Lawrence and the Arabs^ p. 16.